
THE SOUTH AFRICA 
EXPERIENCE

EXPLORE AFRICA COLLECTION

11 DAYS // 10 NIGHTS

JOHANNESBURG + CAPE TOWN



YOU’RE GOING TO SOUTH AFRICA!

Up In The Air Life proudly presents an 11-day South African adventure that includes visits 
to the urban gem, Johannesburg, and Cape Town, known for its beaches and lush wine 
lands. This trip also includes a luxury safari stay at Africa’s Leading Safari Reserve, 
Shambala Private Game Reserve. 

Our stay in Jozi includes your own luxury suite at Saxon Hotel with 24-hour butler service. 
Our tours include the deep history of Jozi from the Nelson Mandela House, Inside 
Apartheid, Soweto, and a visit to the only Black Owned brewery. 

Our Cape Town stay continues with a photo tour in Bo Kaap, a cooking class, a Table 
Mountain experience, a VIP Robben Islands Helicopter Tour, and, of course, an in-depth 
wine land experience with dinner.



AT UP IN THE AIR LIFE 
TRAVEL EXCELLENCE IS OUR JAM

Up In The Air Life merges the art of connections with luxury travel 
experiences to create memories, milestones, and magic for individuals 
looking to explore the world. From luxury mega yachts in Croatia to 
champagne and wine tastings in France and Italy; the Up in the Air Life team 
handles each special detail in order to give you the freedom to enjoy your 
adventure and just show up.

Our mission is to inspire, connect, and grow with our clients from around 
the world with international trips, curated meetups, and hosting local events. 
Up in the Air Life hosts luxury group trips and leads an active online 
community which allows travelers to connect online and travel together 
later.

Up in the Air Life boasts an Event team who plan curated lifestyle events and 
host happy hours in the United States.  While you wait, please join us at a 
local event.  View our upcoming events!

View our Press Coverage
Follow us on Instagram

Our Team in Chile at Santa Rita Wine Vineyard

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/up-in-the-air-life-travel-company-7049530689
http://www.linktr.ee/upintheairlife
http://www.instagram.com/upintheairlife


OUR CHIEF MEMORY MAKER
FOUNDER + CEO, CLAIRE SOARES

I started Up in the Air Life because I felt there was a gap in the 
marketplace. A majority of the groups in the black travel movement, even 
today, are geared towards budget trips.   After traveling all over the world I 
was searching for something more upscale. After a trip to Dubai where a 
friend of mine rented a private jet for us to soar over the city, I realized I 
wasn’t the only one interested in unique experiences while seeking the 
finer things in life. I created Up in the Air Life with a mission to “inspire, 
connect and grow.”  We want every trip to be such a unique experience 
where our clients, who have historically been ignored in the travel space, feel 
deeply respected and special.

I’ve been curating trips since I was 17. As Senior class president I planned 
our senior trip for over 100 students to travel from Virginia to Six Flags in New 
Jersey; curating trips is in my DNA. I went to school for computer science 
and continued planning trips for friends in college. I joined an online travel 
group in 2008 In 2013 I wanted to start a travel blog and during this time I 
started planning a trip to Yacht Week and decided to create Up in the Air 
Life. We’ve started with one sailing trip for Yacht Week to offering over 20 
trips around the world.

As my team says, We’re living that what?  Up in the Air Life!

https://upintheairlife.com/


OUR SUITE OF SERVICES

HOSTED GROUP TRIPS: Taking travel culture to the next level; we curate 
international experiences all over the world. With a focus on luxury service 
and 5-star accommodations; we make sure you have the best of the best 
from excursions, lodging, restaurants, and more.

EVENTS: With event coordinators in every major city, Up In The Air Life 
provides curated local experiences every month hosted by official Up In The 
Air Life staff. Our events take our luxury service to your backyard and gives 
you the opportunity to connect with members in -person. 

ONLINE COMMUNITY: Our Facebook Group is our 24/7 online resource for all 
things travel, luxury, and community. With over 20,000 members, you have 
the opportunity to interact and engage with people all over the world 
through photos, conversation, epic stories, and experiences. Join our FB 
group.

TRIP PLANNING: Experience any of our curated trips on your own dates and 
with your travel crew.  Or let us curate a new trip to anywhere in the world.  
Our trip planning services allow us to customize a trip for you based on your 
unique requirements.  We plan everything from lodging accommodations, 
tours, dining, nightlife, and unique experiences based on your budget. Email 
us to get started.

http://www.facebook.com/groups/upintheairlife
http://www.facebook.com/groups/upintheairlife
mailto: info@upintheairlife.com
mailto: info@upintheairlife.com


YOUR ITINERARY
DAY 1

Welcome to Johannesburg, South Africa!  
Johannesburg, affectionately referred to as 
Jozi, Joburg, and eGoli, is the largest city in 
South Africa and one of the 50 largest urban 
areas in the world.  It’s also the wealthiest 
province in South Africa. After you are 
checked in and rested up we will toast it up in 
Sanza, Yeoville ’s, a now-famous South African 
denizen, for a culinary family style dinner 
journey fusing vegan vibes, cocktails, wine & 
storytelling with traditional food from every 
corner of the continent.  The feast includes 
communally served dishes across the African 
continent on a long table shared with the 
group. Cheers to our first night in Jozi!. Meals 
(D)

DAY 2

Enjoy a sumptuous breakfast at the hotel 
before we depart to Inside Apartheid to learn 
the infamous history of Apartheid by visiting 
the renowned Apartheid Museum, Nelson 
Mandela’s House, and other historic sites. 
Later in the afternoon, we head to the home 
of some of the surviving Pantsula dance crews 
learn their famous dance moves & routines 
and create our own then after we worked up 
an appetite we’ll head over to enjoy an 
amazing Soweto Braai lunch, and see Soweto 
beyond boisterous Vilikazi Street. Tonight 
you’ll enjoy a free evening out on the town.  
We’ll provide some recommendations for you 
to enjoy the highlights of Jozi! Meals (B,L)

DAY 4

Take some time for you, relax and enjoy Jozi 
with our tour leaders here to provide 
assistance & experiences on anything you’d 
love to see and do in the city.  We’ll provide a 
list of optional tours you may purchase prior 
to your trip or feel free to play it by ear. Meals 
(B)

DAY 3

Today we take the global phenomenon of a 
“Day Party” to the motherland South African 
style to Neighbourgoods Day Party & Market a 
vibrant blend of delicious food, 
mouth-watering drinks and exceptional 
music and dancing! After enjoying the sights 
and sounds we’ll experience some of Joburg’s 
most famous drinking spots with Gerald – 
from trendy rooftop bars, underground pubs, 
and historic watering holes. While enjoying 
your drink of choice, discover a city that is 
undergoing a remarkable rebirth. Meals (B)



YOUR ITINERARY (cont.)
DAY 5

Today we’ll venture out to the neighboring 
province of Limpopo for an unparalleled 
luxury safari experience that only be 
described as breathtaking. We’ll be 
transported to the Shambala Private game 
reserves to see “The Big 5” to view up close 
and personal what we dreamed about on 
documentaries as a child watching National 
Geographic in the motherland. By nightfall 
returning to our luxurious lodge for relaxation 
& reflection.  Shambala Private Game Reserve 
offers you the extraordinary experience of 
staying in traditional honeycomb-shaped 
chalets in the heart of the bushveld. From 
early morning until dusk the air is filled with 
echoing bird calls, highlighting the 
uniqueness of being part of the natural bush 
surroundings. You can expect to spot a wide 
variety of game species, from black and white 
rhino to elephant, lion, leopard and cheetah, 
as well as buffalo, giraffe, sable antelope, black 
impala, tsessebe, nyala, blesbok, waterbuck, 
klipspringer and Cape mountain zebra, and 
even spotted hyena, in addition to abundant 
birdlife. Meals (B,L,D)

DAY 6

Today prepare yourself for more memorable 
moments to last a lifetime as there is nothing 
quite like a leisurely sundowner cruise on the 
30 hectare Douw Steyn Dam, the largest 
man-made dam in southern Africa. The dam 
is home to hippos, crocodiles and a large 
variety of indigenous fish. From the boat deck 
you will see various species of antelope and 
other wildlife that come down to the shores of 
the dam to drink water. This is the ideal 
opportunity for taking in the spectacular 
sunset views as the birds wing their way 
home and the bushveld slowly turns to dusk. 
Tonight we’ll experience star-gazing in the 
wide expansive skies of South Africa you will 
be treated to a magical display of stars 
beyond your wildest imagination. Star-gazing 
takes you on an unforgettable journey of the 
great African skies. Gazing up at the Milky 
Way stretching out across the sky brings a 
renewed sense of adventure. Meals (B,L.D)

DAY 7

Today we’ll awaken to a glorious African 
sunrise & delectable breakfast before heading 
out on our final African Safari game drive to 
watch morning time wildlife before the 
journey back to Jozi to fly to Cape Town. 
Welcome to Cape Town!  Cape Town is an 
amazing port city on South Africa’s southwest 
coast.  Tonight you’ll have free time to wind 
down from our journey and enjoy dinner on 
your own or with your new found friends.  
We’ll have some dope recommendations! 
Meals (B)



YOUR ITINERARY (cont.)
DAY 10

Tonight we’ll join our chef and expert 

sommelier on a culinary journey in the 

winelands as forage for ingredients 

experience a guided cellar tour, and finally 

enjoy your lunch with wine pairings. Meals 

(B,L,D)

DAY 9

Today we’ll head up the famous Table 

Mountain.  Table Mountain, with a uniquely 

rich vegetation, is a flat-topped mountain 

forming a prominent landmark overlooking 

the city of Cape Town. Enjoy a scenic ride 

along the mountain and take in the views of 

the city and the Western Cape coastline. We’ll 

indulge in a delectable wine tasting paired 

with South African traditional snacks.  Wind 

down this evening at the hotel spa or join us 

for a night on the town. Meals (B)

DAY 11

Rise and shine for an optional-self guided tour 

or shop your last hours away.  Up in the Air 

Life private drivers will sadly whisk you away 

to the airport. Meals (B)

DAY 8

Today we’ll explore Bo-Kaap, the Cape Malay 

neighborhood in Cape Town known for its 

colorful homes and a favorite spot for any 

instagrammer. You’ll be invited into the home 

of Gumidah who’ll be sharing Cape Malay 

recipes passed down by her grandparents.  

We’ll go on a photo walk, so have your camera 

ready!  During the walk you’ll learn about the 

history of the area followed by a cooking 

lesson with lunch.  This evening we’ll skip the 

crowded ferry and long lines and explore 

Robben Island, the notorious prison that once 

held Nelson Mandela, via a private chopper.  

We’ll  get an up close and personal experience 

with the remaining survivors of this Apartheid 

relic. Meals (B,L)



WHAT’S INCLUDED // NOT INCLUDED 
ON YOUR TRIP

I N C L U D E D

● Up in the Air Life Virtual Concierge & 
Private Facebook Group 

● Up in the Air Life Onsite Staff
● Intra-country flights between 

Johannesburg and Cape Town 
● 4 Nights Lodging Accommodations at 

The Saxon in Johannesburg (5 stars) 
with Butler Service 

● 2 Nights Lodging Accommodations at 
the Luxury Shambala Private Game 
Reserve Safari Camp (5 stars) with 
Butler Service 

● 4 Nights Lodging Accommodations at 
a 5 star hotel in Cape Town 

● 6 Nights of Butler service while in 
Johannesburg 

● Daily gourmet breakfasts at all hotels 
● All meals, South African wine, local 

spirits, and liquors included while at the 
Luxury Safari Camp Daily Game Drives 
at the Luxury Safari Camp 

● A sundowner cruise at the Luxury Safari 
Camp 

● Pan Africa Plate Welcome Dinner 
● Inside Apartheid Museum and 

Mandela’s House Tour 
● The other side of Soweto Tour 
● Neighborhoods Local Day Event 
● VIP Rooftop Cocktails and History Tour 
● Bo-Kaap Cooking and Photo Tour 
● VIP Robben Island Helicopter Tour 
● Table Mountain Tour 
● Private Dinner at Winelands Cellar 
● Airport Transfers Curated Swag Bag 
● Access to the Up in the Air Life Trip App

N O T  I N C L U D E D

● Round-trip international airfare to 

Johannesburg, South Africa

● 1 Lunch is not included

● Activities or meals not mentioned in 

the itinerary

● Travel Medical Insurance abroad 

● Passport & Visa fees 

● Tips and Gratuities for UITAL Staff, 

Guides, and Drivers 



WHAT TO EXPECT

PRE-TRIP DURING
TRIP

POST TRIP

TRAVELING WITH A GROUP

One of the biggest benefits our clients 
rave about is the joy of meeting new 
people from diverse backgrounds. We 
have a lively group of professionals in 
various fields, ages 28 and up. Our clients 
love to have fun, along with respecting 
each other’s varied travel styles and 
backgrounds. Being patient, open and 
respectful will ensure you get the most of 
your experience.

TRAVELING ABROAD

No two countries are the same. And you 
will find that many countries do not share 
the same practices as the US (ie service at 
restaurants may take longer, people don’t 
arrive at the time they said they would, 
Starbucks isn’t on every corner, etc).   

However, with a laidback mentality and 
an understanding that we are not in the 
States, you will keep frustration at bay and 
enjoyment at an all-time high.  

So, practice patience and flexibility. 
Understand that meals may not all come 
out together (it’s ok, you can eat before 
everyone gets their dish), menus can 
change based on available meats and the 
way other cultures choose to do certain 
things isn’t wrong, it’s just different.

This perspective will allow you to 
appreciate the unique beauty of your 
destination and fully enjoy your 
experience. Thank you in advance for your 
patience and flexibility.

ON YOUR TRIP

Be prepared for a highly curated trip that 

will provide you with the best of each 

destination on the itinerary. Dining will be 

a mix of local fare and gourmet meals; 

experiences you are sure to enjoy.

CONNECTING WITH OTHER 
TRIP ATTENDEES

One question we hear often is: “Will I be 
able to meet the people who are going on 
the trip BEFORE we get there?” YES! Once 
you have paid for your trip in full, you will 
be added to the Facebook group.  You will 
meet your tour leader(s) and other trip 
attendees. You will also introduce yourself 
and share/learn best travel practices. 
There will be no strangers to you!

YOUR UP IN THE AIR LIFE 
TOUR LEADER

Your Up in the Air Life Tour Leader is 
responsible for hosting the trip and 
executing the itinerary. Your Tour Leader 
is your onsite concierge to assist with 
whatever you need. Lastly, your Tour 
Leader may host additional dinners or 
nightlife outside of the the itinerary.



HOW TO COMMUNICATE WITH US

Please direct all 

questions to Customer 

Support via email 
support@upintheairlife.com

All communication is done via 
the WhatsApp group or 

in-person with a UITAL tour 
leader. 

 In case of an emergency get 
immediate help and alert a 

UITAL Tour Leader.

Please direct all 

questions to Customer 

Support via email 
support@upintheairlife.com

PRE-TRIP DURING
TRIP

POST 
TRIP

mailto:support@upintheairlife.com
mailto:support@upintheairlife.com


YOUR LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS
Saxon Hotel, Villas & 
Spa
36 Saxon Road, Sandhurst 
,Johannesburg, 2196, South 
Africa
+27 11 292 6000

https://www.lhw.com/hotel/
Saxon-Hotel-Villas-Spa-Joha
nnesburg-South-Africa

AMENITIES

● 24/7 Butler Service
● Daily breakfast
● Free Wi-Fi

● Fitness Center and 
Spa

● Swimming pool 

The Saxon Hotel, Villas & Spa is a luxurious oasis on ten landscaped acres in 
Johannesburg’s neighborhood of Sandhurst, known for its quiet tree-lined avenues. Its 
proximity to Sandton makes it ideal for business travelers, but it is equally favored by 
those en route to safari destinations. Johannesburgers know The Saxon as an exclusive 
retreat with an award-winning spa and elegant dining in the restaurant or more intimate 
wine cellars. The suite and villa accommodations evoke a sense of calm and measure 860 
square feet and up, with many overlooking the massive pool. 

https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Saxon-Hotel-Villas-Spa-Johannesburg-South-Africa
https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Saxon-Hotel-Villas-Spa-Johannesburg-South-Africa
https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Saxon-Hotel-Villas-Spa-Johannesburg-South-Africa


YOUR LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)
Shambala Private 
Game Reserve
Shambala Private Game 
Reserve, Vaalwater, 0530, 
South Africa Phone: +27 11 
292 6030 

https://www.lhw.com/hotel/
Shambala-Private-Game-Re
serve-Vaalwater-Limpopo-S
outh-Africa 

AMENITIES

● Daily breakfast, lunch 
and dinner

● Free WI-FI (but may 
be limited)

● Game Drives
● Star-Gazing
● Bush Picnics

● Butler service
● Sundowner Cruises
● Guided Bush Walks
● Fishing 
● Safaris
● Destination Spa
● Wellness/Fitness Spa
● Swimming Pool(s)

Shambala Private Game Reserve is built in traditional Zulu style with streams from the 
nearby river running through the camp. In Africa, people love telling stories of their 
experiences and sharing their knowledge of the African bush, of adventures and 
unforgettable animal encounters, customs and heritage. They are passionate about Africa 
and share that passion with all guests. As one embarks on an African safari, one 
immediately discovers that this life-changing adventure will make the story their own. 
The remarkable setting of the camp reflects the guests stay of luxurious comfort and 
internal reflection. It is a holistic experience journey and ideal for quiet contemplation. 
Within this beautiful setting, guests will have a chance to reflect and gain a true 
understanding of the connection with the environment. At Shambala Private Game 
Reserve, the unhurried atmosphere, combined with the natural beauty of the 
surroundings, creates a romantic backdrop for an idyllic bush retreat. 

https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Shambala-Private-Game-Reserve-Vaalwater-Limpopo-South-Africa
https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Shambala-Private-Game-Reserve-Vaalwater-Limpopo-South-Africa
https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Shambala-Private-Game-Reserve-Vaalwater-Limpopo-South-Africa
https://www.lhw.com/hotel/Shambala-Private-Game-Reserve-Vaalwater-Limpopo-South-Africa


YOUR LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS (cont.)

Pepperclub Hotel
Corner Loop and Pepper 
Street, Cape Town
+27 (21) 812 8888

https://www.pepperclub.co.
za

AMENITIES

● Daily Breakfast
● Free Wi-Fi Internet 
● Bathrobes and slippers
● Theatre

● Fitness centre
● Swimming Pool
● Air Conditioning

The Pepperclub Hotel, located in the heart of Cape Town, brings together innovative 
design, high-end amenities and attentive service, to provide a five-star guest experience 
like no other. All rooms boast luxury finishes and amenities, with many also featuring 
balconies, free-standing baths and sweeping views of the city, harbour, Table Mountain 
and Signal Hill. From museums and art galleries, to world-class restaurants and local 
attractions, the city centre provides an endless variety of choices for travellers looking to 
explore Cape Town.

https://www.pepperclub.co.za
https://www.pepperclub.co.za


ENJOY YOUR TRIP!!!


